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April 1 Water Sensor Call-in Lobby Day Script 

Hello, 

My name is [your name] and I’m from [your city or town].  I live in your district.   I am deeply 
concerned about water quality in Iowa. [Add your specific concerns about water quality here.  
Be sure to consider the increase in cancer rates, quality of drinking water, loss of 
recreation opportunities for Iowans, loss of recreation dollars from out of state, ecosystem 
health, cost and availability of nitrate filtration systems.] 

Iowa legislators have the power to restore state funding for the water quality monitoring network 
operated by the IIHR-Hydroscience and Engineering at the University of Iowa. I am asking you 
to vote in favor of this funding. The Iowa Water Quality Information System is the only 
statewide system that provides real-time and long-term water quality data. To solve the problem 
we first need to know exactly what the problem is and how bad it is. 

Please appropriate a recurring $1 Million from the Groundwater Protection Fund directly to IIHR 
at the University of Iowa.  This would only cost 32 cents per person from funds that already exist. 

If this funding is not restored, Iowans will lose access to data from 60 sensors statewide. Iowans 
deserve access to clean, safe water.  Water monitoring is the first step toward cleaning up the 
mess we’re in. 

Thank you for your time. 
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Who to Call 

1. Your state representative.
2. Your state senator

Find them here. www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/find 

3. Agriculture and National Appropriations Chairs

Representative Norlin Mommsen 
515-281-3221

Senator Tom Shipley  
515-281-3371
tom.shipley@legis.iowa.gov norlin.mommsen@legis.iowa.gov

Please let us know how your calls went. 

Report here. Bit.ly/4dXLGoa 

After every conversation, please take a moment to jot down information about the call.  How did 
the legislator respond?  Did they agree to support funding?  Did they say they won’t support 
funding?  If so, why?    

If you were only able to leave a message, please write that down.  If you spoke to someone 
other than the legislator, please let us know. 

This information will be important for helping IARA map its approach to further legislative action.   

Thank you for your participation in IARA’s Call-in Lobby Day and thank you for protecting our 
water. 

 As we have learned especially in recent times, people power is impossible to resist.  It is 
necessary for and critical to creating the change we want to see.  You are all a part of that 
power.  It’s yours to use to do good.   

Report here. Bit.ly/4dXLGoa
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