
4 CALLS Lobby Day Script for the Pesticide Immunity Bill 
 

Thank you for signing up to make calls to make sure the pesticide immunity bill isn’t 
resurrected at the last minute this year. Bayer is still lobbying, and any of the legislators we’re 
targeting could help to bring the bill back at the last minute. 
 
Below is a script to help you make your calls or leave a message. Please feel free to also make 
it your own. We have some talking points that follow on the second page. Please keep your 
comments respectful so these legislators will listen to you. 
 
Important: When you begin your call, identify yourself using all that apply:  

• You’re a farmer 
• You’re a cancer survivor 
• You’re a farmer and a cancer survivor 
• You’re a constituent of the legislator you’re calling 
• You’re an Iowan very concerned about high cancer rates 

 
Script: 
 

My name is ____, I live in ____, and I’m IDENTIFY YOURSELF AS ONE OR MORE OF THE 
ABOVE. 
 
I’m deeply concerned about the possible reintroduction of the pesticide immunity bill. I remain 
steadfastly oppose to this bill in any form. This bill is harmful to farmers and everyone affected 
by the use of any pesticides. I urge you to oppose this bill. 
 

 
Note – Right now the bill hasn’t been reintroduced, but we are closely monitoring the situation. We 
will let you know on Wednesday morning if we find out that the bill was brought back. If so, please 
modify the script to reflect its new status.  
 
Who to Call: 
 
We’ve provided personal phone numbers when we had them and encourage you to try those 
first. 
 
Rep. Pat Grassley – House Speaker 
515.281.3221 Email: pat.grassley@legis.iowa.gov 
 
Rep. Bobby Kauffman – House Ways and Means Chair 
563-260-3355 or 515.281.3221 Email: bobby.kaufmann@legis.iowa.gov 
 
Sen. Mike Bousselot – Senate Bill Manager and Chair of the Judiciary Subcommittee  
515-281-3371 Email: mike.bousselot@legis.iowa.gov 
 
Sen. Dan Dawson – Senate Ways and Means Chair 
712-256-1199 or 515.281.3371 Email: dan.dawson@legis.iowa.gov 
 
After you make your call, we also encourage you to send an email to each of the four 
legislators to ensure the get your message.  
 
The follow page provides talking points if you wish to develop your own script. We 
recommend you keep it brief. 
 
How did your call go? Please take a moment and give us by COB on Thursday, April 
24 at this link: bit.ly/42lKrZZ (or scan the QR code). Thank you!  

 



What the Pesticide Immunity Bill (Cancer Gag Act) DOES: 
 
The pesticide immunity bill (SF 394) would give chemical manufacturers such as Bayer and 
ChemChina (Syngenta) complete immunity from any legal accountability as long as a pesticide 
product has an EPA-approved warning label. It includes ALL pesticides, not just glyphosate. It 
passed in the Iowa Senate but hasn’t been introduced yet in the Iowa House. 
 
What This Means: 
 

• SF 394 would provide complete legal immunity if pesticide manufacturers misrepresent 
pesticide safety information and violate federal labeling law. (Such as false or 
misleading information, omitted safety warnings, inadequate use instructions, or 
unverified safety claims.) 
 

• Companies would have complete immunity for future liability, leaving farmers and 
communities vulnerable. (Pesticide harms could take years or even decades to surface.) 
 

• SF 394 covers ALL chemicals, not just glyphosate. Dangerous chemicals, like paraquat, 
dicamba, atrazine with well-documented health and environmental risks would be 
shielded from present and future liability.  

 
More Reasons Why SF 394 Is Harmful: 

 
• Chemical companies would lose incentive to test new products for safety, to be honest 

with the EPA, or even follow federal law. Future harms would be hidden.  
 

• Without accountability, SF 394 would eliminate incentives to even invest in and develop 
safer products. 

 
• SF 394 strips farmers and families, including cancer survivors, of their only mechanism 

to hold companies accountable. Shielding corporations at the expense of farmers’ rights 
is wrong. 
 

• Iowa farmers deserve protection and fairness, not laws that prioritize corporate profits 
over health and safety. 

 
What This Bill DOES NOT Do: 
 

• Prohibit the sale of glyphosate or other pesticides. They will still be available to farmers. 
 
Why Bayer Is Pushing for This Legislation 
 
Since Bayer purchasing Monsanto in 2018, Bayer/Monsanto has faced approximately 165,000 
glyphosate lawsuits paying out massive verdicts totaling over $13 billion so far. 54,000 active 
cases remain with more expected every year. Bayer wants these lawsuits to go away. 
 
Bayer is threatening it may stop producing glyphosate unless immunity is provided, but it’s 
highly unlikely they would do so and is strongly believed to be a scare tactic.  

 
Not to be Forgotten: Iowa has the second highest rate of cancer in the nation and is the 
only state where the number of cancer cases continues to grow. 
 


